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Like a lot of people, season 2019 was a late start. With high concep-
tion rates from a good joining on last years stubbles, there were a lot 
of ewes to supplementary feed. We have had a bit of a mixed bag 
with our lambing percentages this year. Our maidens did 80% 
(including dries) which is the lowest we have had for a while, with 
other older mixed age mobs doing between 94% and 118%. Like              
everyone in the district we are planning for a dry spring and        
summer. 

The young rams have been in the paddock with an oat/lupin lick 
feeder from December until the feed came in, and have since been 
on an oats/subclover mix. Fleece measurements over the 145 rams 
tested have averaged 18.9 micron and 99.8 CF%, with carcase meas-
urements coming in at 3.3mm fat score and 30.3mm eye muscle av-
erage. 

Genetics 

We currently have 4 families, Yellow, Red, Blue 
and Pink. 

Pink are our AI Glenlea Park family. We also pur-
chased a ram at last years sale and have lambs on 
the ground from him, backed up by other Pink 
ram lambs. Blue is a Nepowie family out of Gunal-
lo which we have used to get some staple length 
in the flock. 

Yellow have Nepowie based sires and Mulga 
Springs mothers, and Red are mainly Mulga 
Springs sires over Nepowie bred mothers.  
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Ram 80656 is an all rounder. Out of our Nepowie 
yellow family, his micron is 19.4, CV 19.1, SD 3.7 
CF 99.8%. He has an eye muscle of 32.5mm and 
Fat of 2.4. He has a good crimp and long staple. 
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Ram 80671 is  out of our Yellow Nepowie family. He has a mi-
cron of 18.3, CV of 20.2%, SD of 3.7 CF% of 99.8%. He has an 
eye muscle depth of 34.5 and a fat score of 2.9mm.  

18045 is am AI ram out of Glenlea Park semen sire 350.  19.5 
micron, CV 18.5%, SD 3.6 and CF 99.7%. He is displaying the 
typical crimpy Glenlea Park wool, as well as having an eye 
muscle depth of 34.5mm and a fat score of 3.1mm. We have 
him down as a good dual purpose sire reserve.  

VID Sire FD SD CV CF BWt EMD FAT 

80126 Blue11 17.7 3.7 20.9 100 92.8 31.5 3.2 

80132 Blue11 19.9 3.7 18.6 99.8 83.8 31.5 2.7 

80252 Blue11 18.1 3.4 18.8 99.9 74.8 33.5 3 

80107 Pink 18.5 3.5 18.9 100 75 28.5 2.5 

80007 Pink 17.8 3.5 19.7 99.9 79.6 30.5 2.3 

80023 Pink 18.7 3.9 20.9 99.9 86.2 29.5 2.2 

80011 Pink 18.6 3.1 16.7 100 82.2 26.5 2.4 

80041 Pink 20.9 3.4 16.3 99.4 89 31.5 2.6 

80354 Red  20.3 3.9 19.2 99.4 78 34 2.7 

80546 Yellow 18.8 3.6 19.1 99.9 80.8 33 2.5 

80633 Yellow 19.4 3.6 18.6 99.7 81.2 34.5 2.7 

80656 Yellow 19.4 3.7 19.1 99.8 77.2 32.5 2.4 

80671 Yellow 18.3 3.7 20.2 99.8 91.8 34 2.9 

80561 Yellow 19.5 3.4 17.4 99.9 81 34 3 

Sale rams– more on offer at the Ram 
sale Monday 16th September at the 
Northampton Ram Shed. We will be 
offering 20 poll merino rams.  
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UPDATE-University of New England 6 month shearing project 

Beginning in Ocotober 2018 Mulga Springs began participating in a national pro-
ject funded by AWI and delivered by the UNE’s Dr Emma Doyle.  

Shearing at 6 monthly intervals has not been considered until recently, due to 
discounts on short staple length. However the market indicators show that 
carding wools are achieving comparable prices and more producers are choos-
ing to shear more frequently than every 12 months. The project will investi-
gate the merits and gains achieved by shearing 6 monthly on wool quality and 
quantity, improved reproduction and the financial incentives of changing 
shearing interval.  

We shore 100 maiden ewes in April and left another 105 unshorn but crutched. 
They were pregnancy tested in March, condition scored, fleece tested and 
weighed in April as well. We have just udder painted them to see which groups 
had the most lambs reared, with the long wool ewes having more lambs and 
slightly better condition score than the short wools. This goes against every oth-
er result form the other properties in the project, but it will be interesting to see 
the difference in fleece cut when they are all shorn in October. We will also be 
weighing the lambs at weaning to measure any differences between the two 
groups.  

We also found that the ewes shorn in april had 60mm of wool so we have start-
ed out well, but the next results in October will be telling as this mob seemed to 
do it tough in the autumn feed gap, despite being supplementary fed.  

The same group will be pregnancy tested and shorn again next April, and the 
same data collected. After the October shearing we will also have the economic 
data available to assess the financial merits of shearing at shorter intervals.  If 
anyone would like to chat about the project, or come along when the team are 
here collecting data, feel free to give me a ring on 0428 953 912 or jessi-
ca@mulgasprings.com.au      

 

Udder painting 

EiD, condition scoring, weighing the ewes prior to 
shearing in April. 


