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2020 has definitely been a rollercoaster of a year. Like a lot of
people we have reduced our sheep numbers and were considering more and then we received 100mm of rain in August.
We are still planning for a tough summer and autumn coming
up for sheep feed, although potentially the stubbles will have
a bit more in then than we thought after the horrid start from
‘the big blow’ at the end of May.
Our young rams have been in the paddock with an oat/lupin
lick feeder from December until the feed came in, and have
since been on subclover. Fleece measurements over the 74
rams tested have averaged 20.4 micron and 99.3 CF%, with
carcase measurements coming in at 2.8mm fat score and
30.8mm eye muscle average. Please contact us for an inspection or come along to the field day or sale.

Genetics
We have just received results from our first Flock Profile
Test, which we took from our 2019 drop ewes. We selected the ewes as we did both our stud and flock ewes,
thus gaining a true representation of our flock.
A Flock Profile estimates the genetic merit of a Merino
drop. The Flock Profile Test delivers average genomic
breeding values for key Merino production traits, which
have been scaled to Australian Sheep Breeding Value
(ASBV) level. This allows Merino breeders to track the
genetic progress of their flock and compare with the MERINOSELECT database, resulting in better ram buying decisions.
The highlight was that the 2019 drop rank in the Top

5% for Dual Purpose Index, and come in at 15
points higher than the industry average.
We are also in the top 5% for Yearling Wt and Post

Weaning Wt, as well as the top 10% for Yearling
CFW.
I am more than happy to chat about results or if you
want to do your own flock profile test you can look on
https://www.ramselect.com.au/#/home
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VID

FD

192463

19.2 3.2

16.7 99.9 28

192467

18.5 3.8

20.5 99.7 30.5 2.6

190185

21.7 3.9

18

190129

21.9 3.7

16.9 99.3 32.5 3.5

190126

21

17.1 99.3 27

2.1

190182

19.5 3.7

19

2.4

192461

19.4 3.7

19.1 99.7 29.5 2.4

190449

18.6 3.2

17.2 99.9 34

2.7

190486

19.4 3.8

19.6 99.7 31

2.6

190449

18.6 3.2

17.2 99.9 34

2.7

192464

18.6 3.4

18.3 99.9 32.5 2.8

190477

20

18

191590

21.9 3.7

16.9 98.8 30.5 2.4

191544

19.8 3.3

16.7 99.9 27

2

191469

18.8 3.4

18.1 99.8 30

2.7

191395

18.3 3.6

19.7 99.5 32.5 2.6

190567

20.7 3.6

17.4 99.6 29

2.4

190257

19.5 3.5

17.9 99.9 30

2.4

190567

20.7 3.6

17.4 99.6 29

2.4

3.6

3.6

CV
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CF EMD FAT

99.1 32

99.8 28

2.3

2.4

99.6 28.5 2.2

We have a selection of sires available on the
left. Please come along to our field day, or
make an appointment on-farm. Contact Jessica
on 0428 953 912.
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UPDATE-University of New England 6 month shearing project
In October 2018 Mulga Springs began participating in a national
project funded by AWI and delivered by the UNE’s Dr Emma
Doyle.
Shearing at 6 monthly intervals has not been considered until
recently, due to discounts on short staple length. However the
market indicators show that carding wools are achieving comparable prices and more producers are choosing to shear more
frequently than every 12 months. The project will investigate
the merits and gains achieved by shearing 6 monthly on wool
quality and quantity, improved reproduction and the financial
incentives of changing shearing interval.

At the final shearing we will be collecting BCS and
fleece weights of the two different shearing
groups. We will also collect weaning weights of
the two different groups of lambs (see picture
below– unfortunately the mothering up collars
weren't available).
Is 6 month shearing worth it? Hard to say after
one year of data, we will definitely consider after
we finish the project and get all the results. Stay
tuned.
Udder painting

We are now in the final stage of the project and will be doing our final shearing in October. Up to this point, 6 month
shearing has shown some benefits including
•

100g/hd more wool in 2019

•

Lambs weaned 1.6kg heavier from 6mth shorn ewes

•

6mth ewes scanned in lamb with 20% higher potential . Conception seems overall to be improved if
shorn prior to joining.

•

Overall 6mth ewes made $1.34/hd/yr in wool after
costs taken out.

Lambs from 6mth and 12 mth shearing groups after
udder painting their mothers

